2021-2022 Health & Safety Protocols
Released August 16, 2021

Dear PSJA Family,
We appreciate your continued patience and support as
we navigate through this pandemic and continue to safely provide
a quality education to all our students.
As we prepare to start the new school year, we ask that you please
take time to read these 2021-2022 COVID-19 Health & Safety Protocols
outlining the measures we will continue to take districtwide.
While recommendations have varied throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, know that PSJA
ISD remains committed to the health and safety of our students, families, and staff.
The guidance in this Reopening Plan is based on the currently-known best practices from
health officials. It will be updated as needed.
Remember that health and safety is a shared responsibility. Let's continue to stay safe by:
• Following good hygiene practices (wash hands vigorously and frequently,
and don’t touch your face)
• If you suspect you have been exposed to COVID-19, get tested
• If you feel sick or you are around someone who feels sick or has COVID
symptoms, stay home
To safeguard the health of our families, we will:
• Require the use of face masks at all our facilities
• Practice social distancing of at least 3 feet apart at all facilities
• Provide temperature checks and health screenings at all entrances
• Encourage constant hand washing and use of hand sanitizer throughout the day
Let's continue to work together so we can all have a great and safe school year!
Sincerely,
Dr. Jorge L. Arredondo

PSJA ISD Superintendent of Schools

COVID-19 Safety Guidelines at PSJA ISD

Social Distancing of at least 3 feet apart will be practiced at all PSJA
facilities.
COVID-19 Screening - all individuals should be screened for COVID-19
related symptoms (Fever, chills, cough, sore throat, headache, congestion).
Anyone feeling sick should stay home.
All PSJA ISD staff, students, parents, and all visitors are required to wear
protective face masks, unless expressly excused from such requirement in
writing for medical reasons a licensed physician.
Any staff or student that tests COVID-19 positive or has COVID-19 like
symptoms will be required to quarantine for 10 days.
PSJA ISD Health Services will continue contact tracing.
Any staff or student that is considered a close contact will be notified by
the PSJA Health Services Department with more information regarding
quarantine procedures, if needed, and next steps.
Students are not considered close contacts if they were within 3 to 6 feet
of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible
illness) and both the infected student and the exposed student(s)
correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time.
If an individual who has been in a school is test-confirmed to have COVID19, the school will report each individual case to the local and state health
department.

* CLOSE CONTACTS
Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) for a
cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (for example, three individual 5-minute exposures for a
total of 15 minutes). An infected person can spread SARS-CoV-2 starting from 2 days before they have any symptoms
(or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days before the positive specimen collection date), until they meet criteria for
discontinuing home isolation.
*CONTACT TRACING
Contact tracing must be done on any student or staff member that is positive for COVID-19 or that has symptoms of
COVID-19 and has come into contact with a positive case (Probable Case) to determine close contacts. Any person(s)
who may have been exposed will be notified.

PSJA ISD COVID-19 GUIDELINES

Face masks covering nose and mouth will be REQUIRED at all PSJA
schools and facilities by all staff, students, parents, and visitors as per a
PSJA ISD School Board Resolution adopted on August 12, 2021.

Your health & safety is our priority
We are aware that the current pandemic is rapidly changing and with those
changes come modifications in our practice in schools to ensure the health
and safety of our students, parents, staff and community.
This guidance is based on currently-known best practices (August 2021).

Face Masks
Face masks are REQUIRED at all PSJA ISD facilities
by all students, parents, staff, and visitors.

Social Distancing

3 ft

Social distancing of at least 3 feet apart will be
practiced by students, parents, staff, and visitors at
all PSJA ISD facilities whenever possible.

Temperature Checks
& Health Screenings
Temperature checks and health screenings are available and
can be conducted as needed at all campuses and before
students board school buses.
Any individuals permitted to proceed beyond the reception areas of our facilities
or to board school buses need to follow all safety and campus protocols.

Hand Washing & Sanitizing
Constant hand washing and the use of hand sanitizer
throughout the day is highly encouraged for students,
employees, and visitors at all PSJA ISD schools and facilities.
Hand sanitizer dispensers are readily available districtwide.

Cleaning & Disinfecting
EPA disinfectants approved for use against COVID-19 are
used to thoroughly clean and disinfect ALL classrooms,
cafeterias, gyms, auditoriums, restrooms, and all additional areas
in schools and district facilities throughout the day.

Contact Tracing
In the event of a positive COVID-19 case, the PSJA Health
Services Dept. in collaboration with trained staff will continue
to conduct thorough contact tracing and notify affected individuals.
For any information regarding COVID-19 cases, https://covidash.psjaisd.us/

Notifications
Students, parents, and staff will be notified of a positive or
probable COVID-19 case at a campus. Individuals believed
to have been in close contact will also be identified and
notified by the PSJA Health Services Dept. with further instructions.
All campuses and facilities will continue to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected on a daily basis.

Health & Safety is a shared responsibility

Please screen yourself and family for fever and other symptoms before leaving your home.

+ Get tested if you suspect you have been exposed to COVID-19
+ Stay home if you feel sick or are around someone who feels
sick or has COVID-19 symptoms
COVID-19 symptoms include:
Feeling feverish or a measured temperature
greater than or equal to 100 degrees
Fahrenheit
Loss of taste or smell
Cough
Difficulty breathing
Shortness of breath
Fatigue
Headache

Chills
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Shaking or exaggerated shivering
Significant muscle pain or ache
Diarrhea
Nausea or vomiting

Symptoms? Contact the PSJA COVID-19 Hotline at (956) 354-2015.

ADDITIONAL HEALTH
& SAFETY MEASURES

Additional Safety Measures at Schools
We have invested in the following districtwide improvements:
Air Purifiers
iWave-C Commercial Air Cleaners have been installed at all PSJA ISD schools. These
purifiers significantly reduce a wide range of pathogens in the breathing zone and
on hard non-porous surfaces, according to independent lab tests. As part of the air
purification system, benefits include:
Killing bacteria and viruses such as E. coli, Staph, MRSA and Tuberculosis
Kills airborne mold
Eliminating allergens, such as dust and pet odors
Eliminating asthma attack triggers
Plexiglass Dividers & Partitions
All schools have been provided with a supply of plexiglass dividers and partitions to
use in classrooms, cafeterias, reception areas.
Contactless Water Dispensers
To minimize the risk of individuals drinking from the same water fountain,
contactless water dispensers have been installed at all campuses. Students and staff
are asked to bring their own reusable water bottles daily.

PSJA COVID-19 Campus Teams
Each PSJA ISD campus has an established COVID-19 designated team to support health
and safety at all times.
Duties of the PSJA COVID-19 Campus teams include but are not limited to:
Point of Contact (2) for parents and staff to contact regarding questions or concerns.
In addition, these employees will work closely with the nurse, communicate concerns
and lessons learned related to COVID-19 preventive activities and response.
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms – reviewing electronic application, screening on
site and calling parents
Temperature checks
Educating students, parents, teachers and staff – symptoms, reporting, distancing,
hand washing, masks, etc
Contact tracing
Isolation supervision
Return to school criteria – gather documents, call parents, medical providers, Hidalgo
County Health Department
Reporting suspected for confirmed COVID-19 cases to Hidalgo County Health
Department

PSJA COVID-19 Hotline
The PSJA ISD COVID-19 Hotline consists of a multi-team operation that allows our
community to speak directly to our PSJA Health Staff. Our COVID-19 hotline
serves dual purposes, it allows the district to communicate with our staff on what
actions to take when testing positive for COVID-19, exhibiting symptoms of
COVID-19 or having coming into contact with someone that is COVID-19 positive.
It answers any questions or concerns that our students, parents or staff may have
regarding COVID-19.

Vaccines
PSJA ISD was the first district in our region to
become a Texas Vaccine Provider. Becoming
a provider allows the district to request
vaccine directly from the state.
PSJA has been receiving weekly allocations of
vaccine that has allowed us to vaccinate our
community and staff. PSJA will continue
hosting vaccine clinics until the demand for
vaccination has been met.
People are considered fully vaccinated:
2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines, or
2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine

VISION
Every PSJA student is prepared to participate, compete, and excel in a global society
to foster multi-generational prosperity.

MISSION
As educational leaders, the PSJA team is engaged and empowered to connect all
students with innovative instruction, outstanding facilities, technology, skills, and
social-emotional support while prioritizing health and safety for all – from early
childhood through their chosen career.
As one PSJA family, we build on our legacy of academic excellence, renowned
college and career readiness, biliteracy and extracurricular programs, and our
multicultural heritage to ensure every student has the experiences and resources
necessary to achieve the highest levels of success.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

